
From wool to clothing
A virtual exhibition for primary school children



The Icelandic sheep is a hardy breed which gives good wool in a variety of colours. The wool was 
and still is used for all kinds of clothing. The basic wool colours are white, grey, black and brown.



The wool colours offered many possibilities. Here you can see twelve shades of wool colours.
From coal-black to grey and snow-white, and from dark brown to lighter shades.



The wool was shorn from the 
sheep with blade shears. 

Then the wool (the fleeces) 
were sorted by colours.



Next the wool was washed. It was put into a pot over a fireplace near running water to fill the 
pot, wash the wool and rinse it. 

After the wool was washed clean it was spread onto dry places to dry, then it was taken into 
the house for processing.



The inner wool is called þel, it 
is dense and soft. 

The outer locks are called tog, 
they are separated manually 
from the þel. 

This was called „að taka ofan
af” (to take from above) as 
you can see in the picture. 

Finally any remaining coarse 
long tog hairs were removed 
from the þel. 

This was called “að hæra”, to 
pull out hair.



In the left picture you can see that tog locks can be either wavy or straight. 
The center picture shows combed tog. The picture to the right is þel.



Tog combs were used to comb tog, the outer layer of the wool.



Here þel is carded in carders. The carded wool is then stored in a wooden box.



The “kembulár” is a wooden box without a lid. 

The carded wool was placed carefully into the box so 
the colours didn't mix.



Now a thread was made 
by spinning the wool, 
either on a spinning 
wheel or on a drop 

spindle.



All parts of the drop 
spindle and the spinning 

wheel have specific 
names.

ROKKUR



Spinning on a drop spindle. 

First the carded wool is 
stretched out between the 
fingers into roving or lyppa
(see left picture).

To spin it the lyppa is drawn 
out while the other hand sets 
the spindle in motion. 

This way a thread is formed 
and wound up on the spindle 
stick.



This yarn was spun on a 
drop spindle. 

The white yarn is a single 
yarn, the brown one is 
plied, i.e. two singles are 
spun together.



For spinning on a spinning wheel
the wool was prepared in the same 
way. 

Spinning from roving or lyppa
makes a single yarn which was 
often 2-plied or 3-plied. 

Plying two or more yarns together 
makes a stronger (thicker or 
coarser) yarn.



After spinning the bobbins were 
taken off the spinning wheel and 
placed on a bobbin holder until 
further use.

If there were only a few bobbins in 
the home the yarn was wound into 
balls or put on a swift to wind 
skeins. 

There were also other ways to store 
the yarn.



Yarn was wound on a reel (left picture) and 
twisted into skeins (top picture). 

The arms of the reel are called wings.



To store the yarn it was most 
often wound into round balls 
(top left). 

Sometimes it was wound into 
an oblong ball (top right) called 
rjúpa (e. ptarmigan) on the 
spindle stick or any other stick. 
After the stick was removed it 
was stored this way.

Finely spun yarn was wound
beautifully onto a sheep 
metatarsal bone (bottom).



Knitting was done on two up 
to five knitting needles, 
depending on what was 
being knitted. 

Nowadays circular knitting 
needles are used for bigger 
pieces.



Colour combinations and patterns depended on individual taste. 
Often the yarn was dyed and used in all kinds of patterns



Socks, mittens and 
other items were often 
felted as you can see 
here. 

The item was rubbed 
between the hands 
while it was still wet 
from the first wash. 

Well felted items like 
the balaklava (right), 
are very warm.



From the wool yarn 
cloth (clothing) was 
woven.



On the left picture yarn is wound from the reel onto a bobbin. This is done on a bobbin winder (small 
picture). 

The bobbin is then put into a shuttle which transports (shuttles) the weft yarn across when weaving 
on a loom.



Weaving on a loom at the Textile Museum. 

You can see how the shuttle is shot through the open shed.



The woven cloth could be 
coarse or fine, striped or 
checked, in many colours
and patterns. 

The cloth was used for 
clothing, table cloths, 
shawls, blankets, sails, 
tents and much more.

Most clothes were made 
from home-made cloth 
as in the saying “að koma
ull í fat” to make wool 
into clothes.



Thank you for visiting the virtual exhibition
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